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SEWING

Ministry makes First Eucharist doll dresses
The beautiful, dainty white 

dress. The shiny new dress 
shoes. The flowers, veil or 
headpiece that sits delicately 
on your head.

For many young Catholic 
girls, the memory of their 
First Eucharist is centered 
around the special sacrament 
of receiving Jesus, but the First 
Eucharist attire is also very 
special. Young children look 
forward to dressing up for this 
special occasion, coming to the 
Table, and celebrating with 
family and friends. 

A sewing ministry at OLOL 
helps with this special sacra-
ment by making handmade 
First Eucharist dresses for 18” 
dolls or American Girl dolls. 
Each set comes with a dress, 
veil, shoes, necklace and rosa-
ry and costs $35. Each dress is 
unique – some with accents of 

satin, lace or sheer material. 
Shannon Brown, whose 

daugher Olivia received a 
dress last year said, “Oliv-
ia was so excited to have a 
beautiful First Communion 
dress for her American Girl 
Doll. The wonderful group of 
ladies do an amazing job on 
the dresses. It was absolutely 
beautiful! It completed Olivia’s 
special sacrament day.”

Founding OLOL member 
Betty Bergner and friends 
began making the dresses in 
the mid 1990s when American 
Girl dolls rose to popularity.

“It was great fun and a way 
to get to know new people. I 
enjoyed meeting the young 
mothers and helping them 
pick out dresses year-after-
year,” Betty said. Betty is now 

Olivia Brown holds her doll at her First  
Eucharist celebration in April 2018.CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Our Lady  
of Lourdes,  
a Roman  

Catholic Church  
in St. Matthews, 

Kentucky was  
established  

in 1950.

Thank you notes and photos 
from decades of First  

Communions fill an album 
at the home of Betty Bergner.
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96-years old and homebound, but the 
memories from this ministry haved stayed 
with Betty and other “Doll Ladies” for a 
lifetime. In fact, she has photos and thank 
you notes from dozens of families through-
out the years and enjoys sharing these 
memories with visitors. Betty has passed 
the leadership of the ministry on, just in 
recent years. 

Betty, mother of 8, made lots of doll 
clothes for her own daughters, including 
First Communion doll dresses. She began 
with a simple pattern and then would cus-
tomize with lace, trim, buttons, headpieces, 
etc. Word grew about Betty’s talents, and 
then the ministry was born. 

Betty’s daughter, Anne Bergner said “It 
brings the First Communion to your doll’s 
life. It’s not just a thing you do on Sun-
day.” This connection is key to making our 
home life sacred and what better way to do 

that, than playing dolls!  
The ministry generally sells about 30 

dresses each year to parishioners, family 
and friends. The current group includes: 
Colleen Walker, Brenda Franz, Barbara 
Gorman, Liana Grisanti, Lois Hall, Mary 
Jane Miller, Jennifer Smith and Sarah Smith. 

The ladies also donate their own supplies 
and materials for the dresses. All proceeds 
for the dresses go directly to benefit anoth-
er organization - The Community Catho-
lic Center, a program in the West End of 
Louisville. 

Community Catholic Center serves those 
who want to go to a Catholic school but 
need financial help. The program, started 
by Sister Barbara Bir, OSU, also provides 
after-school tutoring for children in the 
West End. 

 If you would like to purchase one of the 
dresses, please contact Colleen Walker at 
cwalker2112@gmail.com or 899-5314.

Left: Jennie Cerjak in 2006

Top: The “Doll Ladies” at the 
Christmas Bazaar in 2009, in-

cluding Betty Bergner (far right).



LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

All parishoners play a role in OLOL community

KNOW SOMEONE WHO MAY 
BE INTERESTED IN JOINING 
THE CATHOLIC FAITH? 

Dear Parishioners,

One of the many strengths of 
our parish is . . .Community. 

I am proud to hear this often when 
parishioners share about their ex-
perience at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
“It is an incredible community 
that comes together and is a kind 
and loving place for everyone.” 
This quote was from our recent 
stewardship renewal campaign 
and just a glimpse into the vibrant 
and community-oriented place our 
parish continues to be.

OLOL is blessed to be an active, 
growing community. In the year 
2018, we welcomed 73 new parish 
households! This is an incredible 
number that gives us all hope for 
the future of our parish.

To maintain our active, growing 
community, please know that  
EVERY parishioner plays a role. 
YOU are a parish ambassador at 
every liturgy, social event, meeting 

or athletic game you attend. 
Remember these tips:  
n When you see someone that you 
don’t know, introduce yourself. 
Smile - a friendly face makes a 
difference! 
n Invite someone that you don’t 
know to join you in a ministry - 
sometimes all it takes is a personal 
invitation! 
n Ministry leadership must 
reach out on a timely basis to all 
who express an interest in joining 

the ministry that they are leading. 
There is ALWAYS an open seat! 
n Invite someone new to attend 
an upcoming parish event. Keep 
reading in the newsletter and 
weekly bulletin to find lots of up-
coming events to attend.
n Pray for each other - Each week 
our bulletin lists names of those in 
the parish requesting prayers. Ask 
your peers for prayers and support 
each other spiritually. 

I will pray for our parish 
throughout these winter months - 
that we will continue to be blessed 
with an active, growing commu-
nity of stewards. Keep loving and 
praying for each other always!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Scott J. Wimsett 
Pastor

At left: Dusty Smith made full profession into the 
Catholic faith in October 2018. Dusty in pictured 
with his sponsor, Emily Brown.

We offer an ongoing RCIA process in which 
we welcome new inquirers whenever they are 
ready to join! 

Classes meet weekly to discuss upcoming mass 
readings and their relevance in our daily lives.  
Additionally, a portion of our sessions are used 
to teach Church doctrine and beliefs of our faith. 

For more info contact Doug Wolz at 896-0241 or 
dougw@ourlourdes.org.



Middle school volunteers make salt dough  
for a craft project at Breakfast with  

Santa on Dec. 1.

Left: Cantor Club celebrated it’s 25th  
season this December! Pictured is the  

performance at the historic Seelbach Hotel.

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION

Mike Ngong visits with one of our seniors 
as part of the new Forget-Me-Not ministry. 
More than 50 poinsettas were delivered this 
Christmas season! 

Top: First grade Daisies 
sang Christmas carols at 
Nazareth Home on Dec. 
17. 

Left: Kristi Bringard 
and Allison Campbell 
made Scriptural Advent 
Wreaths for their families 
in late November.



Top left: More than 36 volunteers from OLOL 
volunteered at Catholic Charities Refugee 
Resource Center sorting clothes on Jan. 3.

Top right: Religious Education students in 
6-8th grade made fleece-tie blankets for the 
homeless as part of their class in December. 

The blankets were donated to Fed with Faith, a 
homeless ministry in Louisville.

Left: 4th Grade Junior Girl Scouts learned 
about Mary and made rosaries from kits for 
their November meeting. The rosaries were 

donated to the chapel at Baptist Hospital East. 

Left: 7/8th grade from OLOL’s Blaze program attended the Holy Fire Conference in 
Nashville on Dec. 1. The middle-school conference featured speakers, music & prayer.  

Above: 5th graders dressed as saints for All Saints Day liturgy on Nov. 1.

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION



GET TO KNOW...

FAMILY MEMBERS: Autumn,  Michael, 
Shelby (12) & Dominic (8) 

OCCUPATION: Autumn-Special education 
teacher with JCPS. Michael-Maintenance 
electrician with Ford.

NUMBER OF YEARS AT OLOL: 3 years

MASS WE NORMALLY ATTEND: 11:30 mass. 

ONE INTERESTING THING ABOUT OUR-
SELVES: We love to kayak & Disney World!

YOU MAY HAVE SEEN US VOLUNTEERING: 
Michael is flag football coordinator;   
Autumn is Faith Club leader, for adults 
with disabilities. 

FAVORITE THING ABOUT OLOL: We have 
felt very welcome. The families have been 
helpful and kind. We love the community 
feeling. 

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: “As he passed by, he 
saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples 
asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘It was not that this man sinned, or 
his parents, but that the works of God might 
be displayed in him.’” John 9:1-3

HOPE & DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE OUR 
CHURCH: Develop ways for the Faith Club 
members to be active with the church and 
the parishioners. 

Geraghty Family
Our parish is blessed to have five Sisters of St. Benedict of Fer-
dinand, Indiana living on OLOL’s campus. Get to know more 
about these faith-filled women: 

SR. RACHEL GERACITANO entered the Bene-
dictines in 2012 and made her first profession 
in 2014. She has mostly been in pastoral roles 
with health care centers, a hospital chap-
lain, and currently as a Family Counselor at 
Catholic Cemeteries. She loves the beautiful 
campus, the liveliness of our Mass and the 
friendliness of the families.

SR. KATHY CASH has been a Benedictine for 
14 years. She has taught math and is cur-
rently dean of faculty development at Trin-
ity High School. She is new to the Lourdes 
campus.

SR. JEANNE ELLEN NIEHAUS has been a 
Benedictine for 52 years. She was an ele-
mentary school teacher in the North Spencer 
School Corporation for 16 years, served as 
Monastery Supervisor with housekeeping 
and maintenance for 8 years, and was a drug 
and alcohol counselor at Interlink Counseling 
Center in Louisville for 5 years. She loves be-
ing at Lourdes because of the beautiful home 
and quiet, peaceful neighborhood.

SR. SARAH YUNGWIRTH has been a Bene-
dictine for 20 years. She has been a teacher, 
special needs coordinator and coordinator of 
religious education at St. Raphael and St. Pat-
rick parishes. She especially loved preparing 
children for First Communion. She is currently 
Associate Director for the Archdiocese of Lou-
isville Vocation Office. She loves living on the 
Lourdes campus because it is a beautiful area 
and the staff is so friendly and helpful. 

SR. DORIS SCHEPERS has been a Benedictine 
since 2006. She teaches religion at St. Patrick 
Catholic School and enjoys being in a nice 
neighborhood and a loving parish.

In the next issue: Learn about the Ursuline 
Sisters and Sisters of Charity in our parish.

The Sisters of St. Benedict

Sr. Rachel

Sr. Kathy

Sr. Jeanne Ellen

Sr. Sarah

Sr. Doris



ADULT FORMATION 

Our parish is thrilled 
to be able to host Dr. 

Allen Hunt, a well-known 
Dynamic Catholic speaker 
on-site Sun. Jan. 20 from 2-6 
p.m. for “Find Your Great-
ness.”

The theme of the aftern-
non will be about great 
habits. Are your habits 
helping you become the-
best-version-of-yourself? 
Live music will be included 
in the event. Tickets are $25 
and can be purchased at the 
Parish Center or at www.
dynamiccatholic.com

Dr. Hunt is a former evan-
gelical mega church pastor 
and will share about his re-
markable journey culminating 
in his conversion to Catholi-
cism in 2008.

He now partners with Mat-
thew Kelly and serves as the Senior Advisor at Dynamic Catholic. 
Allen is the author of five books, including his best-selling, Con-
fessions of a Mega Church Pastor.

On January 6, 2008, Allen entered the Catholic Church. This 
transition represented the culmination of a 15-year journey, 
which was effected by the prayers of a group of Dominican sisters 
who have been praying for Allen since 1992. Much of his journey 
has been chronicled in his powerful book, Confessions of a Me-
ga-Church Pastor. In 2007, Allen stepped aside as Senior Pastor at 
Mount Pisgah, one of the largest Methodist congregations in the 
world. While at Mount Pisgah, Allen helped to develop a Chris-
tian school; a pregnancy resource center; and a counseling center, 
all making Mount Pisgah known for its compassionate leadership 
in serving the poor and the forgotten. 

Prior to full-time ministry, Allen worked in management con-
sulting. Allen and his wife, Anita, live in Atlanta and have two  
married daughters and three grandsons.

Dr. Allen Hunt brings unique 
perspective to “Find Your 
Greatness” event at OLOL

“Find Your Greatness” 
Sun. Jan. 20, 2-6 p.m.

OLOL Church 
Tickets: $25 each

The Walking with Purpose min-
istry at OLOL will be hosting-

Catholic women’s speaker Laura 
Phelps on Sun. March 24 from 2-4 
p.m.

Phelps is a Walking with Pur-
pose blogger/writer and recently 
released her first book Victorious 
Secret: Everyday Battles and How to 
Win Them.

Phelps humor, relatable and 
non-intimidating approach to 
women’s ministry is captivating 
women all over the country. She 
will help remind women that they 
are beloved daughters of God- no 
matter what they have done or 
where they have gone or where 
they are now-through her own 
personal witness which truly is one 
hot mess of a story but all in all, 
pretty beautiful. 

Phelps, a wife and mother of four 
lives in Conneticut. Learn more 
at her blog: http://www.lauram-
aryphelps.com

Dr. Allen Hunt

Women invited 
to speaker on 
March 24

Laura Phelps



STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION

LITURGY/DEVOTION SCHEDULE
Weekends: Saturday, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.

Weekdays: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 12:00 noon; 8:15 a.m. Thursdays during school year  
Communion Service: 7 a.m. Monday-Friday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays from 3-4 p.m.
Rosary in Church on Monday, Wednesday and Friday before the 12:00 noon Mass 

Eucharistic Adoration in Church on Wednesdays from 12:30–2 p.m.

OLOL Parish Staff  
standing in front of the 
parish center in the late 
1980s.

From left:
Fr. Wayne Crabtree,  
Sister Janet Ballard 
(Pastoral Associate) 
Ann Kalmey (Principal), 
Deacon Ben Thornbury, 
Sister Betty Blandford 
(DRE) Bob Fleck  
(Administrator) and  
Fr. Bob “Oz” Osborne.

THROWBACK SNAPSHOT

Have a THROW-
BACK photo you’d 
like to share? 
We’d love to have 
a copy for the 
parish!

Contact Beth  
Freeman at bethf@
ourlourdes.org or 
896-0241.

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

PTO -SPONSORED TRIVIA NIGHT
Hollywood-theme 

Sat. Jan. 19, Doors open  
at 7:15 p.m., Event at 8 p.m . 

Gym, 18 & over 
$120 for an 8-person table

DYNAMIC CATHOLIC  
“FIND YOUR GREATNESS”   

FEATURING DR. ALLEN HUNT 
Sun. Jan. 20, 2-6 p.m. Church 

$25 per ticket 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Jan. 27-Feb. 2

LOURDES LEGACY DINNER
Sat. Feb. 9, 5:30 p.m. Gym 

$35 per ticket before Jan. 27 
$50 per ticket after Jan. 27

CONFIRMATION LITURGY
Sat. Feb. 23, 4:30 p.m. mass 

Church

FIRST EUCHARIST WORKSHOP
Sat. March 2, 9-11 a.m. 
Church, Classrooms

GIRL SCOUT HE & ME DANCE
Sat. March 2, 7-10 p.m. Gym

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY
Wed. March 6, 7 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 

12 noon and 7 p.m.

PTO -SPONSORED FISH FRIES
March 8, 15 & 22, 5-8 p.m.

WALKING WITH PURPOSE  
SPEAKER FEATURING 

 LAURA PHELPS
Sun. March 24, 2-4 p.m. Church

SPRING BREAK-SCHOOL CLOSED
April 1-5


